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Leading with a snapshot

From Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer


Straddling the top of the world, one foot in China and the other in Nepal, I cleared 


the ice from my oxygen mask, hunched a shoulder against the wind, and stared 


absently down at the vastness of Tibet.

Leading with an amazing fact:

From Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli



They say Maniac Magee was born in a dump.  They say his stomach was 


a cereal box and his heart a sofa spring.



They say he kept an eight-inch cockroach on a leash and that rats stood 


guard over him while he slept.



They say if you knew he was coming and you sprinkled salt on the ground 


and he ran over it, within two or three blocks he would be s slow as everybody 


else.



They say.

Leading with a snapshot

From Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson


The tired old carriage, pulled by two tired old horses rumbled onto the wharf, its 


creaky wheels bumpety-bumping on the uneven planks, waking Peter from his 


restless slumber.  The carriage interior, hot and stuffy, smelled of five smallish 


boys and one largish man, none of whom was keen on bathing.

Leading with dialogue

From Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White


“Where’s Papa going with that ax?” said Fern to her mother as they were setting 


the table for breakfast.

Elaboration (unusual dialogue format)

From: Saturdays and Teacakes by Lester Laminack


Mammaw soon appeared with a tall glass of sweet iced tea.


You just cool off and rest a spell.  I’m gonna make us a bite to eat.


Before long she came back with two big tomato sandwiches on hamburger buns.  Every Saturday I gobbled mine down like a hungry dog, but she nibbled at hers like a bird.


Now them’s some good tomatoes, she said.  I know how you like a good tomato sandwich.  Don’t they taste a whole heap better when you’ve just picked `em?


We sat there a while listening to the calls of blue jays and the rhythm of that old glider.


Then Mammaw looked at me sort of sideways and said, I reckon I know a boy who’d like something sweet to eat.


And I grinned.


Yes ma’am, I reckon you do.

From:  Time for Kids  January 28, 2000 Vol.5 No.15

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/class/wr/article/0,17585,53254,00.html

A version of this is also used in The Comprehension Toolkit by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis

One Bad Bug!                                                                                   By Claudia Wallis 

There's nothing gradual about the flu: it slams you like a hammer. One minute you're feeling fine. Next thing you know, you're shivering, you're burning up, then shivering again. In minutes, your legs turn to jelly and your body aches in places that have never hurt before.

"Influenza has such a sudden onset that people can sometimes say, 'It hit me at exactly 9 last night,'" says Dr. Carolyn Bridges, an expert on influenza (flu's proper name) at the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia. But whether the flu strikes at night or on the bus to school, there's just one thing a victim wants to do: collapse into bed.

Right now there's a whole lot of collapsing going on. Flu season lasts from November through April, and this year's bug is a doozy. "I'm sending home about twice as many kids as I usually do," says Jane Allen, a school nurse in Lubbock, Texas.

Thirty-one states have big outbreaks of flu. Clinics and hospital emergency rooms are bursting with feverish, coughing, miserable patients. "My nose is so stuffy, I just want to cut it off!" groans Nekedria Clark, a student at New York's Pace University.

It's too soon to say just how bad this flu season will be. Certainly, it won't compare to the famous epidemic of 1918, when influenza struck 1 out of 4 Americans and killed 20 million worldwide. But even in an ordinary year, about 1 in 10 Americans gets the flu. And as you may have noticed from all those empty desks at school, kids are the most frequent victims.

Tiny Viruses, Big Miseries
Like the common cold, influenza is caused by a tiny virus. Several million flu bugs could fit on the period at the end of this sentence. The virus spreads from person to person on the tiny droplets produced by a sneeze or a cough.

Once inside the body, flu viruses settle into the delicate cells that line the lungs, nose and throat. There the sneaky invaders steal the body's own building tools to create billions of copies of themselves. These viruses quickly spread into more cells. Most awful flu symptoms--fever, runny nose, body aches--are caused not by the virus itself but by your body's attempt to get rid of it.

A healthy person can fight off the flu in three to five days, though a cough and tired feeling can last two more weeks. But often an attack of the flu is followed by another illness. That's what happened to Phillip Winston, 10, of New City, New York. After a week of headaches, dizziness and fevers as high as 104°F, he finally beat the flu. "Then I got an ear infection, and I'm still taking medicine for it," he says.

Doctors believe the damage done by the flu virus makes it easier for other germs to attack, including the bacteria that cause ear infections and pneumonia. The one-two punch of flu followed by pneumonia is the sixth leading cause of death in the U.S. Nine out of 10 of these deaths occur in elderly people.

The lesson for people of any age: if you aren't getting better after four or five days of the flu, or if you get better and then get worse, see a doctor.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (Grade 5 Benchmark)

 Standard 1.7 (Response)


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor takes place in Mississippi in the 1930’s, a time when segregation was present. Some of the characters in this story are: the Logans (Cassie, Stacey, Little Man, Christopher John, Mama, and Papa), T.J. Avery, and Mr. Morrison. In the book, one of the characters, Mr. Morrison says, “In those years I suppose it was just as hard being free as it was being a slave.” In this book response, I am going to use examples from the book to help explain why I agree with that quote.


One of the examples to support the quote is Soldiers Bridge. Soldiers Bridge is a bridge on which white men have power over black men. The bridge has only one lane for only one car. If two people with the same skin color meet at the bridge, the person who reached the bridge first gets to go first. If a white and a black meet at the bridge, the white automatically gets to go first, always. This is true even if the black wagon/car is halfway across the bridge. The blacks would have to back off the bridge, and allow the whites to cross! This makes them feel like slaves obligated to obey their masters’ commands. Another example is Mama losing her job. Mama lost her job as a school teacher because Mr. Granger, who is the school district manager (and who also wants the Logans’ land) claimed that Mama was teaching inappropriate information at the school, and should not be teaching anymore. Mr. Granger is white, and he feels strongly that whites are better than blacks. Mama was teaching about slavery and how black women/men were treated unfairly. He wanted a reason to fire her because without her paycheck, the Logans would not have enough money to pay the taxes for their land, and he might be able to get it.


Another example is the Jefferson School Bus (the white school’s bus) that drives past Cassie, Stacey, Christopher John, and Little Man every morning as they walk to school. The driver and the children make fun of the Logans and laugh at them. If it has rained the night before, the driver would speed up and splash mud at the Logans. The Logan children felt mad, and humiliated, but they could do nothing to stop the white bus driver from doing this. They were like slaves, because they had no control over what was happening to them.

Yet another example to support Mr. Morrison’s idea, is the Wallace store. The Wallace store is the local store where people shop (and which also sells alcoholic beverages).  Most of the white men gather at the Wallace Store to drink, smoke, and play cards. If black skinned people were to enter the Wallace Store, the drinkers and smokers would insult them by calling them names, like “nigger” and they would make fun of them. The blacks would also always be served last. This is like Soldiers Bridge, because even if a black person was already being waited on, if a white person arrived, Mr. Wallace would stop waiting on the black person, and help the white person. This is definitely not fair.


My last example is the textbooks that the students are given in the black school. At first the black students were all excited about the new books, but when Little Man accepts his book, their point of view changes completely. The “new” textbooks are discards from a white school, where they were used until they were in very bad condition. Little Man (who is very meticulous) refused to use his book because it was old and dirty. Little Man’s teacher became mad and used the whip on him.


As you can see from the situations I have explained, life for the Logans during this time was completely unfair. They were treated unfairly, because their skin is black. The black skinned people in this story were treated with almost no respect from the white skinned people in this story. Although slavery had ended, these people were still treated like slaves because the whites would order them around, and they would have to obey, or risk their lives.
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Places To Visit In Nevada


Do you live in the northeast? It is really cold where you live? If both of those things are true you probably want to take a trip to the west. There are millions of places to visit in the west, so lets narrow it down to Nevada. Nevada is the Silver State and it’s the largest producer of gold in the United States! No one can forget that it’s the home of yes, gambling. Here in Nevada it’s very hot and it’s dry most of the year, which is why it’s a good winter vacation spot. The average temperature is 72 degrees high! Now when you visit Nevada you have got to go to the Sierra Zoo if you are an animal lover, or The Valley of Fire if you like the color red and like site seeing, or last, but not least The Great Basin National Park for site seeing and their elevations.


All right lets start with the Sierra Zoo! Its location is just north of Reno, (Another place to visit.). Then go to the red rock exit of 395. The only bad part is it’s closed for winter.  Anyway the zoo has a very wide variety of animals including primates, big cats, small cats, reptiles, sloth, and more! This zoo even has “a hands on” section where you can touch real animals! If that’s not enough they have a brand new gift shop and a picnic area and that’s all open to public. And no one gets paid here, because all the money the zoo makes goes straight to the to the animals and the zoo to in prove it. This zoo has 150 animals and over 40 species. It’s an amazing zoo. Some of my favorite animals there are the ring tailed lemurs and the leopards. The lemurs are from Madagascar.  The zoo currently has a colony of lemurs. As for the leopards the zoo has two, named Tarah and Sundar. The leopards are the smallest of the big cats. Leopards are beautiful, athletic, and of course very loving and loveable. Their mission statement is “To foster compassion for and knowledge about animals and our environment by bringing people and animals together. We do this with a commitment for the responsible care of our animal ambassadors and to encourage the thoughtful stewardship of all animals on earth.”


That was fun, but we still have two more places to go to. How about the Valley of Fire? Although there’s no fire here the rocks seem to be ablaze with their deep, deep red color. The location of this park is in the southern tip of Nevada and north of the famous Las Vegas. This wonderful place has quite a large expanse of black and twisted lava deposits and also it has the blue waters of Lake Mead. The Valley of Fire has many colors, but it has most colors at sunset. The park does have some various viewpoints but those are on the road. If you go hiking here are some things to look out for. You should look out for Petrified Logs, Beehives, Mouse’s Tank (is actually a fort in the desert), and The White Dome. The petrified logs are several colorful fossilized tree trunks that are fenced off so people who are looking for collectables don’t get to them. The beehives are weathered and layered sandstone mounds that were originally sand dunes in an ancient desert and now preserved in stone. Mouse’s Tank is a natural carving in the rocks where rainwater collets and was used by a water source by a Paiute Native American fugitive in the 1890s. This wasn’t of lasting value to him, as he was captured and killed after several months in hiding. The trail that leads to the tank passes various petroglyphs dating before 1200 A.D. The White Domes are a separate region with varied desert vegetation and more rocks of contrasting color reached by a 7mile scenic drive or a hiking trail. Those were some sites now let’s move on to the Great Basin National Park!


The Great Basin National Park is a great park. It’s great location is close to US-50. Wheeler Peak is part of the Snake Range, one of the many mountains ridges that retract east west travel in Nevada; on the west side scenic highway US93 provides an alternative approach to the area, and the route to be used if starting from Las Vegas. When you get there you’ll want to see the wild life and plant zones.  You’ll also want to see the sagebrush-covered plains. Those are beautiful.


There are even elevations, pines and oak trees, thick forest, grassy meadows, rocky outcrops, occasional  lakes, and moss. If you like records I’m sure you’ll like to know that his park’s largest elevation is 9,886 feet! One last thing is at night it’s very peaceful.


Well now you know were to go for your vacation! Nevada is a beautiful state and

I’m sure you’ll have a fabulous time there. so don’t forget to go to the Sierra Zoo with 

tons of animals, the Valley of Fire with deep red rocks, or The Great Basin National Park with an elevation as high as 9,886 feet! That concludes my report about Nevada.

Tooth Trouble (Grade 5 benchmark)



Standard 1.9 (Narratives)


“Charlie if you don’t like your oatmeal just tell me and I’ll get you some cereal.” Mom

said looking over the table with a puzzled face.


Her daughter, Charlie, short for Charlene was chewing her favorite food slowly and

carefully and she was making a funny face. Charlie’s twin sister, Tess was doing the same thing.


“We like oatmeal, but we don’t want to disturb them.” said Tess.


“Disturb who?” asked Aaron, their older brother. He shook his curly black hair nd looked

strangely at Mom. She looked back and shrugged.


Tess and Charlie threw back their tiny red cropper heads and showed their teeth. They

each wiggled one and smiled. “Looth tooth.” said Aaron getting up from the table and putting on

his backpack.

“Looth tooth.” said Tess and Charlie at the same time. They were walking out the door

with Aaron to catch the bus. Mom followed them out the door and got into the car to go to work.


“Bye kids, see you after school!” called Mom backing out of the driveway.

On the bus Charlie and Tess decided to tell thier best best friend Molly first about thier

teeth. When they got to school they ran into kindergaten room faster than Aaron could run to the

eighth grade room. In the class room they met the very person they wanted to see, Molly

Stagburn.


“Molly! Molly, guess what?” yelled the twins.


“What?” said Molly.

Tooth Trouble (continued)


“We have loose teeth!” said the twins with a big smile. A look of horror spred across

Molly’s face.


Oh, no!” she said.


“My big brother Zack said that when one tooth comes out the rest come out too. He

knowes everything becausf he’s almost in third grade.”    Tess and Charlie almost cried.


At snack they only ate one cracker each, and at lunch they decided not to eat at all.  After lunch, their teacher, Mrs. Tellen noticed they where looking sort of pale.


“Charlie, Tess, are you feeling all right?”


“No,” they replied.


“Oh dear, I suppose I should call your mother,” she sighed and walked over to the phone.


Half an hour later the twins found themselfs in the back of their mothers car.


“Girls, I would like you to tell me what made you sick. Was it something you ate?” Charlie and Tess looked at each other.


“Actually Mom, we haven’t eaten all day,” said Tess.


“But you told me what you wanted. Did you change your minds?”


“No. but we didn’t want all our teeth to fall out.”


“What did Aaron tell you this time?” Mom asked rembering the time Aaron had told them that if you ate bananas, monkeys would fly out your ears. “It wasn’t Aaron this time. Molly’s brother said that if one tooth comes out the others come out too,” said Tess as they pulled into the driveway.


“Molly’s brother has a grapenut for a brain.” Mom joked.


When they were inside the house, Mom put them on schools and gave them each apples.

Almost emediatly they forgot about their teeth and ate.


“Now you listen to me. All your teeth are not going to fall out. the only way that would

happen would be if Aaron punched you hard enough. If that happend I would take you to the

dentist to have him look at your teeth, and I would ground Aaron for 20 years,” Mom said softly.


“Hey my tooth came out!”

Tooth Trouble (continued)


“Mine too!” Charlie and Tess yelled together.


“See, I told you Zack was wrong. Next time don’t listen to Molly,” said Mom.


Charlie and Tess looked at Mom and smiled. They both had big gaps in their smiles.

THE END

Procedures – For other examples of procedure pieces online go to: 

http://www.wikihow.com/Main-Page  This site allows users to add pieces or edit pieces.

How to Make a Genuine 1 Dollar


Grade 5 Benchmark 


Bill Paper Airplane





Standard 1.10 (Procedures)


After you read these fabulous directions you will become one of the only paper airplane

flyers in the history of paper airplane creativity’s. So listen up and you will have a flying beauty if

you follow the directions right.


In order to make this flyer you will need......

A. A crisp dollar bill of your choice (hint: 1 dollar bills fly the best)

B. Experienced direction reading talents


So lets get started! Also these directions will also work with regular sheet of paper.


1. Take your nice new dollar bill and place it on a table top for intricate folding.


2. Fold it in half the way that it would look like a hot dog bun then make a nice crease.


3. Unfold. Then take your dollar and fold the corners in to the center line crease so that

one end looks like a pyramid.


4. Then fold again like the last time at the same end, into the center line so now it looks

like an arrow point.


5. Next you fold it in half like a hot dog bun again but it will have a point at one end.


6. Afterwards fold the flaps down a great deal so you have a big wing span and only the

littlest area to grasp it with your fingers.


7. Number seven is always the most important rule to flying my airplane and that is give it a lift off and see how yours soars.


You can chose how the best way is to fly it. You can decide. So have fun and have a

great lift off. It might have a tendency to come back like a boomerang and twirl around.










Standard 1.11 (Persuasive)










Grade 5 Benchmark

Dear Mr. Tullock

George Tullock

R.M.S. Titanic Co.

New York, NY

Dear Mr. Tullock,


I am writing to you because I don't think you are right about taking things from the

Titanic. Other people want to see her, it is true, but I don’t think any other artifacts should be

recovered because I think the Titanic is a grave site. Grave sites should be respected because they are personal.


I also think you should stop recovering items because it is far more emotional to see

Titanic in the proper position as sunk. When you remove artifacts from the wreck of the Titanic

you are altering the ship. Items that have been in the exact same position, since the night of the

tragedy 85 years ago, are powerful. Removing rings, leather suitcases, preserved papers, plates,

or pieces of metal from the sea bed, cleaning them and placing them in a glass case isn’t nearly as impressive as seeing a video of where and how they exactly came to rest. Also, now that you’ve altered the wreck, I don’t think other people will be able to see her as she was meant to be. In addition, I think that your ownership of the relics, although granted by law, isn’t right. The whole world should own Titanic because the whole world has mourned her loss.


I do, however, think there are some good things about bringing valuables to the surface.

You are correct in your belief that 85 years from now Titanic will be gone. We should preserve some of her for history. These recovered items should go in museums through out the world.

Future inhabitants of the world should get some hint as to what life was like during the greatest marine tragedy of all time. These items should be non personal though. It would not be right to take something personal, such as a ring, from where it settled to rest on the dead. I would not appreciate anyone removing something personal from my family’s grave, even if it were for historical reasons.


I understand that you are in a difficult position, I would ask one favor though. Please treat

Titanic with respect. The artifact recovery you’ve done already is enough. Let the souls of those

who died rest in peace, and preserve what’s already been altered for the benefit of future

generations. Thank you.







Sincerely,

Dreams








“I have a dream. I have a dream that one day black mean and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics will be able to hold hands together and sing in the old Negro spiritual. Free at last! Free at last! Thank G-D almighty we are free at last!”  On August 28, 1963 in front of the Lincoln Memorial those were the last words of the famous “I have a dream” speech. Imagine standing out in the blistering heat to hear that one man speak. 250,000 people did. Dr. King changed those people’s lives forever.  That was his dream.


Dr. King’s dream was to stop segregation between whites and blacks. He went many places to make his dream come true. Dr. King started a bus boycott to take away the white only signs on the busses. It worked. Not only were people his followers but some people were his enemies. One day when he went to give a speech to a public church someone bombed his house. Dr. King’s followers wanted to fight but he said no.  He said we must love our white brothers even if they hate us. Dr King’s dream was to stop segregation by protesting peacefully. He influenced others to do this too.


Many people have other dreams. Peace on Earth, stop global warming, and just pay of there bills. I have my own dreams. My dreams are that the war in Iraq will end.  Also I wish that all the poor homeless people would have a home and live a happy life.  Finally, I wish that all the natural disasters would no longer exist. No tornados, floods, tsunamis, etc… All of these dreams can affect the world. For instance, if every one wanted to stop global warming we could use things that wouldn’t affect the Earth. The global warming would slow down. People try to stop these things but sometimes it just brakes out into a war.


Imagine if there was no such thing as dreams. This world would not be like it is today. Look was Dr. King’s dream did. On his way to making his dream come true he influenced others to do as he did. Imagine what it was like back then for blacks. I think Dr. King knew that if he didn’t change the U.S. know no one ever would.


Dreams can bring positive change. Dr. King’s dream stopped prejudice between whites and blacks. I want you to ask yourself, what can you do to make the world a better place.


In conclusion, Dr. King never got to see his dream come true. One day when he stepped outside onto his hotel porch to get some fresh air, a man named James Earl Ray who was hiding near by shot him. It was a tragic moment for the whole world.  Eventually his dream did come true all thanks to him.


As you can see one person can make a big different in the world. Maybe one day someone else will make something come true to make the world an even better place than it already is.

From: NECAP Release Tasks – Writing 8th grade 2005

Persuasive

http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_assessment/necap/resources/released_items.html
Some people use cell phones while in restaurants, stores, movies, or even when they are driving. Is this good for our society? Write a paragraph that develops one strong argument to persuade the reader to agree with your opinion.


From NECAP release tasks – Writing Response Grade 5 – 2007

http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_assessment/necap/resources/released_items.html
A student wrote this fact sheet about a strange animal from Australia.  Read the fact sheet and think about why the animal is so strange. Then write a response to the prompt that follows.

The Echidna

[pronounced ee-KID-nuh]

• lives in Australia and Tasmania

• about the size of a football

• back covered with long sharp spines

• small head with long thin beak or snout, like a tube or a funnel

• long thin tongue

• no teeth

• very sharp claws

• eats ants

• digs up ants’ nests with its claws and uses sticky tongue to lick up ants

• digs holes to protect itself from enemies

• curls up in holes so protected by spines

• lays eggs even though it is a mammal (most mammals give birth to live young)

Write a paragraph describing why the echidna is a strange animal. Choose information 

from the fact sheet to support your main idea.


This is an example of a response from a first grader in March using the 5th grade release task.  The facts sheet was read aloud and the first graders were asked to draw and write in response to the information. [image: image1.png]What | Think an Echidna Looks Like
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This response if from a kindergarten student who had the fact sheet read aloud and was asked to show what s/he learned.
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I wonder how others elaborate.


	embellishment. . .


	explanation. . .


	clarification. . .


	justification. . .


	????
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